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INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 /026 W 

I8I638Z 080055/53 

R 18I256Z IAN 77 
EM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 734 

SECRET CAIRO 0984 

EXDIS 

NEA-EGY FOR AMBASSADOR EILTS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, EG, US 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF COPTIC POPE TO US 

REE (A) 76 CAIRO 8166 (B) 76 STATE 144361 

1. EMBASSY LOCAL EMPLOYEE (GABRA) WHO IS COPT, TOLD EMBOFE 
JAN. 17 THAT HE RECEIVED VISIT JAN. 14 FROM DEAN OF COPTIC 
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE IN CAIRO. LATTER ALSO SERVES AS POPE 
SHENOUDA'S PRIVATE SECRETARY. DEAN INFORMED GABRA THAT POPE 
WISHES HIS UPCOMING VISIT TO US TO BE "OFEICIAL" AND ASKED HOW 
POPE SHOULD GO ABOUT OBTAINING AN "OEFICIAL" INVITATION FROM 
USG. DEAN EXPLAINED HE PREPARED CALL AT EMBASSY HIMSELF BUT 
PREFERRED FIRST TO KNOW HOW EMBASSY WOULD REACT. GABRA, 

UNDERSTANDABLY EMBARRASSED AND NERVOUS BY THIS EFFORT TO USE 
HIM, REPLIED HE HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF USG PROCEDURES. DEAN INSISTED 
THAT HE FIND OUT. 

2. COMMENT: SINCE THIS SEMI-OFEICIAL COPTIC DEMAND PLACED OUR 
COPTIC EMPLOYEE IN DIEFICULT POSITION, HE HAS MENTIONED IT ONLY 
TO ONE EMBOFF. EMBOFF SUGGESTED THAT IE DEAN PERSISTS, HE 
MIGHT POINT OUT THAT IF AN EGYPTIAN CITIZEN WISHES TO 

MAKE AN "OEFICIAL VISIT," HE WOULD PRESUMABLY TRAVEL AS A 
SECRET 
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GOE REP AND REQUEST FOR AN INVITATION SHOULD, CONSEQUENTLY, 

COME EROM MFA. EURTHERMORE, EVEN IN UNLIKELY EVENT OE 

SUCH MFA REQUEST, IT WOULD SEEM UNLIKELY 

USG COULD OR WOULD ISSUE AN QUOTE 

OFEICIAL UNQUOTE INVITATION TO LEADER OF FOREIGN 

RELIGIOUS SECT, GIVEN OUR CONSTITUTIONAL SEPARATION 

OF CHURCH AND STATE. WE ARE INSTRUCTING GABRA TO 
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SUGGEST TO DEAN THAT IF HE WISHES TO PURSUE MATTER, 

HE SHOULD SEEK APPOINTMENT WITH AMERICAN OFFICER (LOWRIE 
OR GLASPIE), WHO WOULD THEN REPEAT ABOVE POSITION 
TO HIM. PLEASE ADVISE IF YOU OR DEPARTMENT WISH 
AMEND THESE INSTRUCTIONS. 

MATTHEWS 


SECRET 
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